The Procurement Act 2023: A
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Businesses in Education

4 February 2025

| - sobE W L
The Procurement Act 2023, set to take effect in February 2025, brings fresh
opportunities for small businesses in the education sector. By prioritizing social
value over just cost, the new law allows smaller suppliers to stand out,
particularly those focused on community engagement and sustainability. School
Supply Store’s National Register of Education Suppliers plays a crucial role in
this shift, helping schools connect with innovative providers who can offer
tailored solutions and meaningful impact.

New Opportunities for Small Businesses

With the Procurement Act 2023 coming into force, the education sector is
evolving to place greater importance on social, economic, and environmental
contributions. This change enables smaller businesses to compete more
effectively by emphasizing the unique benefits they bring to schools and their
local communities.

Standing Out Through Social Value

A key aspect of the Act is its focus on social value, which gives small businesses
an edge over larger competitors. Unlike big corporations, local suppliers often
have stronger ties to their communities, making them valuable partners for
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schools looking to improve engagement and sustainability. By showcasing how
your services contribute to student well-being, local employment, or
environmental sustainability, you can differentiate yourself from larger providers.

Building Trust Through Local Connections

One of the biggest strengths of small businesses is their ability to build personal
relationships with schools. Take the time to understand the specific needs of
educators and tailor your solutions accordingly. Schools value reliable, flexible
suppliers who can provide customized services, so demonstrating your
commitment to their success can help establish lasting partnerships.

Maximizing Visibility with School Supply Store

Getting recognized by schools can be challenging, but platforms like School
Supply Store’s Register of Education Suppliers offer a powerful way to boost your
credibility and visibility. By creating a detailed profile showcasing testimonials,
certifications, and case studies, you can highlight your expertise and reliability.
Schools actively use this database to find reputable local suppliers, making it an
essential tool for small businesses looking to expand their reach.

Focusing on Innovation and Specialization

Small businesses can carve out a niche by offering specialized solutions tailored
to the evolving needs of schools. Whether it’s cutting-edge educational tools,
sustainable products, or tech-driven learning solutions, innovation is a key
differentiator. With schools increasingly shifting towards practical, student-
focused learning methods, suppliers who provide unique, adaptable solutions will
have a strong advantage.

Networking and Collaboration

Attending education sector events, trade shows, and networking forums can open
doors to valuable connections with decision-makers and other suppliers. Building
relationships within the industry can lead to collaborations, referrals, and long-
term contracts. Partnering with complementary local businesses can also expand
your service offerings, making you a more attractive choice for schools.

Sustainability and Compliance: Essential Selling Points



Schools are under growing pressure to prioritize sustainability and meet strict
regulatory standards. Demonstrating your commitment to eco-friendly practices
and compliance with health and safety requirements can make you a more
attractive supplier. Be sure to highlight relevant certifications and accreditations
on your School Supply Store profile and marketing materials to build trust with
potential clients.

Conclusion: Embracing the Future of Procurement

The Procurement Act 2023 marks a shift in how schools select their suppliers,
offering small businesses a greater chance to compete by focusing on social value
and community impact. By leveraging local connections, providing innovative
solutions, and using platforms like School Supply Store, small suppliers can
position themselves as trusted partners in the education sector. Now is the time
to embrace these changes and make a lasting difference in schools and local
communities.



