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There are moments in the education sector when funding feels like a
lifeline. But sometimes, it’s more than that — it’s a vote of confidence.

Today’s announcement of £302 million for Further Education colleges
across England isn’t just about fixing leaky roofs and broken windows. It’s
about unlocking potential, empowering decision-makers, and recognising
the vision FE leadership teams bring to their institutions and
communities.

A New Era of Trust and Flexibility
For the first time, college leaders have full control over how this funding is used.

That’s right — no bidding rounds, no rigid procurement frameworks. Just direct
investment and a clear message from government: “You know what your college
needs — go and deliver it.”

This is a real shift. And it’s one we believe will accelerate transformation
across campuses, supply chains and learner experience.

Opportunities for Leadership Teams

This isn’t just capital spend — it’s strategic investment. Here’s what FE leaders
can now do:
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= Align estate upgrades with strategic growth plans

» Prioritise energy efficiency, supporting both budget savings and
sustainability goals

» Partner with local suppliers and innovators to deliver faster, smarter
projects

= Create modern, inspiring spaces that attract learners and staff

Take Calderdale College in West Yorkshire. With support from the capital
funding, they’'re expanding their digital and construction workshops, creating
classroom space, and building on the success of their £7.5m transformation
project completed last year — a project that cut energy costs by 40%!

Building More Than Bricks
Of course, the impact goes beyond infrastructure.
This funding helps to:

» Strengthen local economies

= Create new learner places (especially in areas like Leeds and Greater
Manchester, which are also receiving £20m in additional capacity
funding)

= Support the government’s skills drive, including 60,000 new engineers,
electricians and builders by 2029

= Prepare colleges to deliver shorter, smarter apprenticeships, with
streamlined assessments and better business engagement

This isn’t a one-off fix. It’s a sign of growing momentum in the FE sector — and a
reflection of the essential role colleges play in shaping the workforce of
tomorrow.

What This Means for Suppliers
We see this as a time to collaborate, not just contract.
Suppliers who thrive in this new environment will be those who:

» Offer practical, energy-smart solutions
= Work with colleges as long-term partners
» Bring ideas to the table — not just services



If you've got innovation, experience, and a commitment to quality, FE colleges are
ready to listen — and lead.

Looking Ahead

With 168 General FE Colleges across England now equipped with fresh
investment and full autonomy, we believe this is just the start of a new chapter in
college-led improvement.

Let’s celebrate this moment, yes. But let’s also use it to build relationships,
inspire change, and drive real outcomes — for learners, leaders, and the skilled
workforce of the future.
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